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shrine he gave thanks for his victories. Last of all he
returned in splendid state to his palace at Satara and
erected gudis or maypoles throughout the city to celebrate
his victorious campaign. His joy, however, was soon to be
darkened by the death of his first minister.

Bajirao had been successful in all his wars and had
defeated in turn the armies of Delhi, of Nizam-ul-Mulk and
of the Portuguese. He was so fortunate as to meet death
in the very height of his glory. On the 29th July 1739
he returned to Poona. On the 3rd September Chimnaji Appa
came there also after his successful campaign against the
Portuguese. Bajirao's son Balaji had been with Shahu at
the siege of Miraj. On the 4th November he joined his
father and uncle. On the return of Balaji, he, Bajirao's
mother Radhabai, and Chimnaji Appa united in urging
Bajirao to get rid of Mastani, a Musulman mistress to
whom he was devotedly attached. Several stories are told
how this lovely girl came into Bajirao's possession. One
is that Chatrasal of Bandelkhand gave her as a gift to
Bajirao. The second tale is that the Nizam gave her as a
present to the great minister. The third story is told by
the author of the Peshwa's bakhar. According to him
Mastani had been the mistress of a certain Shahajat Khan,
a Moghul officer at one time in command of an imperial
force in Central India. Chimnaji Appa surprised Shahajat
Khan and among other spoil took captive Mastani. The
lovely girl would have taken poison, but Chimnaji Appa
promised her Bajirao's protection and sent her to his
brother. Bajirao foil deeply in love with her, but Mastani
was as prudent as she was pretty and would not accept
Bajirao's advances, until he had promised that any son
born of their union would receive a fitting share in his
father's possessions.

A fourth and more probable account has been given
in the Marathi Monthly " Itihas Sangraha." According to the
learned author*, Mastani was the daughter of Raja Chatrasal

* Rao BaJuular Parasnis.